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The Gospel of St. John. By Alexander Maclaren, D.D. New York : 
A. C. Armstrong & Son, 1894. Price, $1.00. 

The chapters that make up this volume were first written as a commentary 
on the International Sunday School Lessons for the Sunday School Times. 
Some of them are written in Dr. Maclaren's best vein. As a commentary on 
the gospel they are somewhat fragmentary, because they follow the plan of 
the Sunday School Lessons ; and though they form the lessons for half-a-year, 
much of the gospel is omitted. Each chapter is prefaced with the passage 
to be commented on, and so is even more complete than when first published. 
The lectures are to be commended as containing, in a permanent form, some 
of Dr. Maclaren's incomparable writing. C. E. W. 



The Gospel According to St. Peter. A study. By the Author of Super- 
natural Religion. London and New York : Longmans, Green & Co., 
1894. Pp. 139- 

Die Composition des Pseudopetrinischen Evangelien-Fragments. Mit einer 
synoptischen tabelle als erganzungsheft. Von Dr. Hans von Schubert. 
Berlin: Reuther und Reichard, 1893. Pp. 12 + 196. Price, M. 4.50. 

Das Petrusevangelium, Synoptische Tabelle, nebst iibersetzung und kritischem 
apparat. Hetausgegeben von Dr. Hans von Schubert. Berlin : 
Reuther und Reichard, 1893. Pp. 31. Price, M. .50. 

The Gospel of St. Peter, Synoptical Tables, with Translation and Critical Appa- 
ratus. Edited by H. von Schubert, D.D. Authorised English trans- 
lation by Rev. John Macpherson, M.A. Edinburgh : T. & T. Clark. 
Imported by Chas. Scribner's Sons, New York, 1894. Pp. 31. Price, 
60 cents. 

The Akhmim Fragment of the Apocryphal Gospel of Peter. Edited, with an 
introduction, notes and indices, by H. B. Swete, D.D. London and 
New York: Macmillan & Co., 1893. Pp. 48 + 34. Price, $1.60. 

It is now almost two years since this fragment of second century apocryphal 
literature was given to the public in the editio princeps by M. Bouriant, and 
during this time it has been critically studied and investigated by every New 
Testament scholar. The literature upon it is already quite extensive, con- 
sidering the size and importance of the document. Of valuable writings 
upon the subject other than these named here the somewhat radical work of 
Hamack and the very conservative work of Zahn may be particularly men- 
tioned. This work of Schubert's is a third German production of note treat- 
ing of the spurious gospel. Presumably the discussion is yet to be continued, 
but the time already elapsed admits of these works being at least semi-final. 
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It may be years before any considerable addition will be made to the knowl- 
edge of the subject. 

The Synoptical Table of the Gospel, by Dr. von Schubert, named above in 
the German edition, and in the authorized English translation, is a very useful 
pamphlet to aid in the critical study of the fragment. It simply presents 
the text of the Apocryphal Gospel, and in parallel columns shows every point 
at which this text resembles the text of each of the four canonical Gospels, 
and also its relations by quotation and otherwise to the Septuagint. It 
exhibits in the most concise and practical form the phenomena of the frag- 
ment which are to be examined in a comparison of it with New Testament 
literature. 

For English readers it may be safely said that Professor Swete's edition 
is the best. It is admirably prepared, with a portion of the Gospel in fac- 
simile as a frontispiece, a long and exceptionally good introduction to the 
work, which presents the many matters of interest connected with the piece, 
and then the text, accompanied by thorough and scholarly notes. His point 
of view is conservative, and is, perhaps, as satisfactory as can be found. It 
is not on the more conspicuous points that the various writers disagree, for all 
identify the fragment with the Gospel of Peter mentioned by Eusebius, and 
the great majority place it at the middle of the second century. The differ- 
ence of opinion is as to the relation of this spurious gospel to the canonical 
Gospels, and there can be no such thing as a harmony of ideas here. The 
views of Professor Swete are moderate and reasonable. The work by the 
author of Supernatural Religion is in altogether the same vein as his previous 
writings. Brilliantly composed, attractive in the reading, much scholarship 
and show of fairness, but with a determination to undermine the Christian 
faith and belief in the Bible as in any sense a supernatural revelation, or the 
record of it. The book is well worth reading for the sake of learning how 
the same document ma}' appear quite differently to two men who occupy 
different points of view and hold different ideas of historical Christianity. 
The conclusion from his investigation is that " we have in it a primitive and 
less crystallized form of the Christian tradition." "It is neither better nor 
worse than the more fortunate works which have found a safe resting-place 
within the Canon of the Church." (Pp. 132-3). But by Professor Swete 
(pp. 36-37) the work is classed among the spurious, fictional writings 
of the second century, a working over of canonical Gospel material in the 
interest of docetic and gnostic teaching, to supply a heretical sect with a 
gospel suited to their notions. So the radical school and the conservative 
school will always disagree with regard to whatever affects their divergent 
conceptions of the history. This fragment has proved a good test and a good 
revealer of the true inwardness of the parties in the matter of early church 
historv. 

C. W. V. 



